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The DCDD Board prepares briefs for DCDD members about topics of interest for professionals 
who serve children and youth with communication disorders and their families. This brief 
provides tips for enhancing speech and language development in young children. We 
appreciate your continued membership with DCDD. Please share this message with your 
colleagues and urge those colleagues to become a member of the DCDD community of 
learners.  

Communication Tips for Young Children 

Prepared by Diane Paul, PhD, CCC-SLP  
Director 

Clinical Issues in Speech-Language Pathology 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 

Chair of the DCDD Committee on Speech and Language Learning Disabilities in Children  
  

As speech-language pathologists and teachers, we are often asked about ways to stimulate 
language development in young children. Here are some communication tips you can suggest 
to parents, caregivers, and day care providers: 
 

Talk! Talk! Talk! 

• Talk about what you are doing and what your child is doing.  
• Gain your child’s attention before speaking. (Look at each other or at the same object. 

Call your child’s name). 
• Follow your child’s lead and talk about objects, people, and activities of interest. 
• Repeat sounds and noises your child makes and add to them. This is the earliest form of 

conversational turn taking.  
• Use a large number and variety of words.  
• Ask questions—even if you provide the question and the answer.  
• Sing songs with actions and with rhymes. 
• Pause and give your child time to respond.  

Listen! Listen! Listen! 

• Listen and respond to any communication attempts. 
• Respond to what is said, not how it’s said. If your child has a speech error, just say the 

sound correctly in your own speech. Don’t correct your child’s speech in the early 
developmental stages. 

• Show your excitement when your child uses gestures, makes sounds, or says words.  
• Encourage and respond to your child’s questions.  
• Comment on what your child says.  

Read! Read! Read! 

• Read even before your child understand what you are saying.  
• Read to your child often.  
• Expose your child to many different reading and writing materials. 



• Talk about the characters, actions, and plots in books your read together.  
• Vary the pitch of your voice when you read.  
• Read the same book many times.  
• Point to pictures and words in books.   
• Help your child turn the pages.  
• Make frequent trips to the library and attend story time.  

And More! 
 

• For children who are bilingual, create opportunities for your child to hear and use 
vocabulary from multiple languages when talking and reading. Use the language you are 
most comfortable using when interacting with your child. 

• Get help from a speech-language pathologist (SLP) if you have any concerns about your 
child’s communication development. The earlier you get help, the better.  

• Have your child’s hearing tested if you have to repeat a lot or have to use a loud voice.  
• Set limits for TV and tech time to increase opportunities for playing, talking, and reading.  
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